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Water is a limited resource and the one thing we cannot live without. The City of Wapato is committed to
safeguarding the community’s drinking water and strives to meet or exceed all quality standards. You are
encouraged to review the following water quality report, which is required by the federal Safe Drinking Water Act
and the State of Washington. This report contains important information, including ways you can help keep our
drinking water clean and safe.

Our Water Source & Treatment
Wapato’s water is drawn from the Columbia
Plateau Alluvium Aquifer, an underground layer of
porous rock containing water. The City accesses
the water by pumping from four water wells, each
approximately 700 feet deep. Wapato also has two
storage reservoirs with a 1.5 million gallon capacity.
The water is immediately disinfected by the addition
of chlorine, then pumped directly into the City’s
water distribution system.

Because chlorine is used to disinfect the drinking water
supply, daily testing is required in order to measure the
chlorine residual. This is done to ensure that the levels
of chlorine throughout the distribution system are
sufficient to eliminate certain bacteria while remaining
well below the maximum level established by the EPA.
The water is also tested for disinfection by-products
which may form in the distribution system as a result of
the chlorination process.

Important Health Information
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least trace amounts of some "contaminants". The
presence of these do not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons, such as those undergoing chemotherapy, those who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly people, and all infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. Environmental
Protection Agency/Centers for Disease Control (EPA/CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800)426-4791.

Cross-Connection Control

What Goes Into Your Water Rates?

Cross-connections are links between drinking water piping
and any plumbing or equipment through which it may be
possible for used water or other substances to enter (or
backflow) into the public water supply. The City of Wapato
controls backflow and cross-connections by identifying and
eliminating unsafe situations or practices within the system;
however, a large part of our success depends on the
cooperation of Wapato’s property owners. If you have a lawn
irrigation system, fertilizer hose attachment or any other type
of water-using equipment, you have created a crossconnection, and should be taking measures to prevent
backflow. Sometimes a household cross-connection will
require the installation of a mechanical unit called a
backflow prevention assembly. These units, when
properly installed, tested and maintained, prevent
used water or substances from flowing backward.

Wapato’s Water Division takes all reasonable precautions to
ensure the water delivered to you meets all standards set by the
EPA. Water system operation and maintenance requirements have
been set by the federal government in the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA) and are enforced by the state health division.

If you have questions about cross-connections, or
plan on installing a backflow prevention assembly
on your property, please contact Wapato Public
Works for assistance at (509)877-3031.

We perform numerous functions in order to maintain our drinking
water. From testing water samples for a variety of contaminants, to
sustaining adequate pressure to all service connections, we strive
to fulfill all requirements on a daily basis. In addition, we must
contend with continually climbing expenses. These include yearly
depreciation on the water distribution system and equipment,
interest expenses, insurance costs and laboratory analysis. Other
expenses include maintaining water personnel certifications, power,
labor, contract work, transportation, office operation, professional
fees, materials, chemicals and the upkeep and maintenance to all
infrastructures, including reservoirs, treatment facilities and meters.
It is the considerable cost of these elements that determines your
water rates. Remember, the City provides the service of keeping
your water clean, safe and conveniently accessible at your tap.

2018 WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates the frequency of sampling for various contaminants. The data presented in this table is from
testing conducted in 2018. The table may also include any other results within the last five years for analyses that were not required in the year 2018.

Contaminant (units)

MCLG

MCL

Range

Sample
Date

Violation

Potential Sources of
Contamination

Inorganic Contaminant - Primary
Arsenic (ppb)

0

10

1.4

Dec
2016

No

Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from
orchards; runoff from glass and
electronics production wastes

Nitrate (ppm)

0

10

.07 - .11

Apr
2018

No

Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from
septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits.

HAA5 [Haloacetic Acids]
(ppb)

0

60

ND

Jul
2017

No

By-product of drinking water disinfection.

TTHM [Total
Trihalomethanes] (ppb)

0

80

ND

Jul
2017

No

By-product of drinking water disinfection.

MCLG

AL

90th
Percentile

0

15

.07

Jun
2017

No

Corrosion of household plumbing
systems; Erosion of natural deposits

Disinfection By-Products

Lead
Lead (ppb) 30 samples
none were over the AL

DEFINITIONS & ABBREVIATIONS
Contaminant: A word used to describe anything detected in the drinking
water supply. This term is commonly used in the drinking water industry
and should not necessarily invite concern, as all drinking water contains
trace amounts of mineral and other substances.
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in
drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as
feasible using the best available treatment technology.
ND: Not Detected: Laboratory analysis indicates the constituent is not
present or not detectable using best available technology.
ppb: Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter.
ppm: Parts per million, or milligrams per liter.
Range: The lowest (minimum) amount of contaminant detected and the
highest (maximum) amount detected during a sample period.
units: Measurement value for each contaminant.
90th Percentile: Out of the 30 homes sampled, 27 were at or below this
level.

Get Involved!
Water customers are welcome to attend
and participate in City Council
meetings which are held at City Hall
on the first Wednesday of every month
at 6:00 pm.

Water Use Efficiency Program Update
The Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Rule requires water systems
to establish a program to ensure that water is used wisely
and efficiently. The City of Wapato has a responsibility to
educate the public on conservation and to achieve and
maintain a water loss percentage of 10% or less within the
water distribution system. In 2018, we were able to account
for approximately 84% of our water.

The Effect of Lead in Drinking Water
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems,
especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking
water is primarily from materials and components associated with
service lines and home plumbing. The City of Wapato is responsible
for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the
variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water
has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking.
If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have
your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800)426-4791 or on their
website www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Questions about your
drinking water or
this report?
Jeff Schumacker
Wapato Public Works Director
(509)877-3031
Washington Department of Health
(509)456-3115
EPA Website www.epa.gov/safewater
EPA Hotline (800)426-4791
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